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DEDICATION PLANNED FOR UM RESEARCH BUILDING 
MISSOULA -
Using the theme “Prescription for Success,” The University of Montana will unveil its 
new Skagg’s Building addition on Wednesday, May 9.
The dedication ceremony will be held at 1:30 p.m. in the addition’s first-floor 
auditorium, Room 169. The public is welcome to attend, and limited parking will be available 
in the lot at the corner of Beckwith and Mansfield avenues.
The Skagg’s Building houses UM ’s College of Health Professions and Biomedical 
Sciences, and the $14 million expansion offers an additional 42,000 square feet, mostly for the 
Department of Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Sciences. That department includes the Center 
for Environmental Health Sciences and the Center for Structural and Functional Neuroscience.
“Our pharmacy school is presently ranked No. 7 among U.S. pharmacy programs in 
total research dollars awarded by the National Institutes of Health and No. 5 in terms of NIH 
research dollars per faculty member,” said Dean David Forbes. “This addition will help 
maintain the standard of excellence we have established here in Montana.”
The centerpiece of the new addition is the Biomedical Research Facility. Each of the
-more-
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main research floors has three large interconnected laboratories that allow scientists from 
various disciplines to work on related research problems. Rooms also are dedicated to 
specialized instrumentation, and each floor has space for research conferencing and student 
support.
“The building was designed almost exclusively by scientists,” said Vernon Grund, 
chair of the Department of Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Sciences. “There our researchers 
will investigate medical problems ranging from Alzheimer’s, cancer and stroke to lung disease, 
environmental impacts on health, deafness and other disorders.”
A unique highlight of the building is its first-floor science discovery area, where 
exhibits and activities are designed to attract K-12 students and their teachers and get them 
excited about science. The addition also has more classroom space, including a 135-seat 
auditorium.
Funding for the expansion came from the ALSAM Foundation and L.S. “Sam” Skaggs 
and his family, the Jack Poe Family, NIH and sale of revenue bonds.
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